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The University of Kansas 

Notable Capital Improvement Projects (since 2009) 
 

  
 

Kansas Law Enforcement Training Center Improvements * KLETC Campus, Hutchinson 

 

Project Cost: $16,400,000 total.  Area: 53,000 GSF.  Completed: 2009.  

Facility Type: Academic & Residential.  Features: KLETC provides annual training for nearly 400 new Kansas law 

enforcement officers at this 16-acre complex in Hutchinson, as well as statewide service training for nearly 7,000 

more officers. Phase One included a new three-story, 126 bed residence hall attached to the existing facilities, with 

classrooms, an 800-seat multi-purpose dining and meeting space.  Phase Two constructed a 1.8 mile emergency 

vehicle driver training track with varied pavement conditions and a skid pad, a tactical shooting training building, 

and other support facilities. 

 

 

  
 

KU Clinical Research Center * KU Medical Center Campus, Kansas City  

 

Project Cost: $19,400,000.  Area: 82,400 SF-remodel.  Completed: 2009. 

Facility Type: Research.  Features:  Funding for the building came from the Hall Family Foundation.  The interior 

renovation project was funded by Johnson County Education and Research Triangle (JCERT) funds, and 

encompassed a complete remodel with state-of-the-art features and a more efficient use of space, resources and 

manpower to best accommodate the needs of patients and researchers.  
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School of Pharmacy * Lawrence Campus, West District 

 

Project Cost: $42,610,000.  Area: 123,000 GSF.  Completed: 2010.  

Facility Type: Academic.  Features: New home of the School of Pharmacy and first academic building in KU's West 

District.  Includes offices and classrooms, including model lab spaces and two 175-seat tiered interactive distance 

learning classrooms, used to remotely teach classes ranging from the KU Wichita campus to as far away as India,; 

food court/dining area; FEMA-compliant community safe room, rated to withstand an F5 tornado and partially 

funded by a $500,000 FEMA grant. Came in well under budget, allowing KU to return $4.5 million to the State of 

Kansas.  Dedicated during the Pharmacy Schoolôs 125th anniversary year.  Awards: 2012 AGC of Kansas Award of 

Excellence. 

 

  
 

Lied Center Pavilion Addition * Lawrence Campus, West District 

 

Project Cost: $2,940,000.  Area: 6,600 GSF-new; 640 SF-remodel.  Completed: 2011.  

Facility Type: Performing Arts/Academic.  Features: This donor-funded project had three components -- the 

addition of a 3,000 SF multi-purpose educational pavilion with excellent acoustics that could be used for academic 

and outreach programs, as well as for performances with seating for 200 persons or receptions for 390 persons; a 

3,600 SF lobby expansion that seamlessly created an appropriately-sized public space; and additional office and 

conference spaces. 
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Business, Education, Science & Technology Building (BEST) * Edwards Campus, Overland Park 

 

Project Cost: $22,670,000.  Area: 74,500 GSF.  Completed: 2011. 

Facility Type: Academic/Office.  Features: Classroom, meeting and conference spaces to serve KU's expanding 

continuing education programs in the Kansas City area.  Also included office spaces, computer labs and an 

overhead pedestrian bridge connected to the existing Regents Center and Rieger Hall buildings, as well as catering 

kitchen space adjacent to the conference center. Roadways were extended to encircle the campus, and an 

additional 230 stalls of parking were added. A central pedestrian green space was created which connected the 

campus buildings. Classrooms and conference featured enhanced technology to facilitate distance learning 

classes. 

 

 

  
 

Materials, Measurement & Sustainable Environment Center (M2SEC) * Lawrence Campus 

 

Project Cost: $23,800,000.  Area: 46,200 GSF.  Completed: 2012. 

Facility Type: Research.  Features: Highly advanced research labs for biofuels, material fracture & fatigue, 

composite materials, acoustic reverberation and environmental performance.  Includes a $1.3M anechoic chamber, 

350hp dynamometer and a rooftop greenhouse.  Partially funded by a $12.3M ARRA grant that KU was awarded 

from NIST.  First phase of the KU School of Engineering expansion program. 
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Studio 804 / School of Architecture Projects * Lawrence Campus, West & North Districts 

 

All of these projects were designed and built by KU School of Architecture students in the Studio 804 class, under 

the direction of KU faculty, and with guidance and support by KU administration and KU facilities staff. 

 

  
Center for Design Research: Project Cost: NA.  Area: 1,820 GSF.  Completed: 2011. Facility Type: Academic. 

Features: Classroom & meeting space; LEED Platinum.  Reclaimed/re-purposed limestone & glass strip exterior, 

green roof, wind turbine, solar panels, interior green wall, electrochromic glass & passive solar trombe wall. 

 

  
Hill Engineering Research & Development Center: Project Cost: $787,000.  Area: 3,500 GSF.  

Completed: 2013.  Facility Type: Academic/Research.  Features: Houses KU's School of Engineering EcoHawks 

sustainable energy research program. LEED Platinum.  Exterior walls of reclaimed aluminum aircraft materials, 

cut into strips & woven onsite; aerogel operable wall panels; EV recharging stations. 

 

  
Marvin Hall, Forum Addition: Project Cost: $2,000,000.  Area: 2,800 GSF-new, 900 SF-remodel.   

Completed: 2014.  Facility Type: Academic.  Features: Auditorium, jury space. LEED Platinum, passive solar 

double-glazed ventilated exterior wall, adjustable cedar shading system, interior green wall, rooftop solar panels.  
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Jayhawk Boulevard Reconstruction * Lawrence Campus, North District 

  

Project Cost: $11,000,000.  Area: NA.  Completed: 2013 to 2017. 

Facility Type:  Infrastructure.  Features: Multi-phase, multi-year project to replace deteriorating roadway and 

sidewalks, and to both restore and enhance the beauty of this historic boulevard in the heart of KU's campus. New 

street trees and shrubs line both sides, with improved storm drainage and bioswales.  LED site lighting with banner 

arms for seasonal KU displays. Limestone benches were added and strategically located near transit stops and 

generous clearly-marked crosswalks. The KU Information booth was reconstructed consistent with the original 

booth but in a more appropriate location.  New traffic control booths were added at each end, and automated gates 

were added at other entry points.  Awards: ASLA Merit Award. 

 

 

  
 

Wahl-Hixon Laboratory Renovation * KU Medical Center Campus, Kansas City 

 

Project Cost: $34,000,000.  Area: 150,000 GSF.  Completed: 2013. 

Facility Type: Academic.  Features: The Wahl Hall East project consisted of highly complicated demolition of 

existing research laboratory space and complete renovation including new walls, HVAC, plumbing, electrical, 

architectural finishes and windows.  The Kansas BioScience Authority and the Research Institute invested in the 

renovation of the Wahl Hall East, Wahl Hall West and Hixon research facilities in support of the Cancer Initiative to 

create state-of-the-art research facilities for the recruitment of world-class researchers. This project completely 

replaced the mechanical, electrical and plumbing infrastructure for the three buildings, eliminating approximately 

$13,000,000 of deferred maintenance. 
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Structural Testing & Student Projects Facility (High-Bay) * Lawrence Campus, West District 

 

Project Cost: $15,600,000.  Area: 27,000 GSF.  Completed: 2014. 

Facility Type: Academic/Research.  Features: This structure, known as the High Bay Facility, was built as part of 

the LEEP2 School of Engineering expansion program and provides unparalleled capabilities for structural 

engineering research.  The high bay lab is dedicated to large-scale structures research, and has a 40-foot high 

strong wall that can carry 100,000 pounds every three feet in both directions, two 20-ton cranes and a strong floor 

that is accessible via a tunnel system below it. Students can create full-scale projects in the 3,000 SF glass-walled 

student project space, serving engineering student groups ranging from Jayhawk Motorsports, KU EcoHawks, KUôs 

steel bridge team and the aerospace engineering heavy lift program. 

 

 

  
 

Learned Hall Engineering Expansion Phase 2 (LEEP2) * Lawrence Campus, North District 

 

Project Cost: $63,000,000.  Area: 135,800 GSF.  Completed: 2015. 

Facility Type: Academic/Office/Research.  Features: Phase II of the KU School of Engineering expansion program, 

which infilled the space between the M2SEC building, which was built as Phase I to the south, and Learned Hall to 

the north, and Spahr Engineering Library to the east.  It created a new two-story atrium space that is a highly 

popular student gathering space, and a new main entrance that anchors the entire engineering complex which 

provides easy access to student advising, recruitment and career services offices.  It includes a variety of active 

learning and lecture classrooms, study areas, public spaces and research labs. 

 

 

  


